
 

 

 

2026 NHD National History Day Contest Honors and Awards 

 

Outstanding Entry Awards: 

Kaelyn McCleery (Junior Individual Website, STEAM Academy Middle School): “The Jungle” 

Lillianna Billings and Kirra Moser (Senior Group Exhibit, Thomas Jefferson Independent Day 
School): “Bloody Revolution, Crushing Reaction, and Lasting Labor Reform: The Battle that 
Shook Blair Mountain  

 

Special Prizes: 

E Pluribus Unum in History special prize, sponsored by the U.S. Semiquincentennial 
Commission and the America 250 Foundation: Rohan Deshpande (Senior Individual 
Documentary, Marquette Sr. High): “Cleared for Takeoff: How the TWA Mothers’ Fight 
Against Gender Discrimination Reformed the Aviation Industry and Civil Rights” 

 

History of the Physical Sciences & Technology special prize, sponsored by the American 
Institute of Physics Niels Bohr Library and Archives: Harrison Lowenstein (Junior Individual 



Documentary, Cameron Veterans Middle School): “From Silence to Science: How the Fujita 
Scale and the 1974 Super Outbreak Changed Meteorology Forever” 

 

Advanced to the Final Rounds in their Categories: 

Amanda Moi, Siddharth Sawant, and Yvette Yaroshenko (Senior Group Documentary, 
Marquette Sr. High): “Phyllis Schlafly: The Woman Who Led Americans in the Movement 
that Killed the ERA”—6th place in nation/final round.  

 

Showcase: 

Smithsonian National Museum of American History Showcase: Stella Talia (Senior 
Individual Exhibit, Pembroke Hill): “The Song Dynasty Foot-Binding” 

 

 


