How to Ask Good Research Questions

Talking to experts (such as librarians, archivists, or historians) is a great way to learn more
about your NHD topic, but it’s important to make sure you're asking the right questions!
Prepare for your meeting ahead of time, and use these guidelines to help you come up with
effective questions.

DO:

¢ Ask for resources

“Did Harry Truman give any speeches
that talk about the Atomic Bomb that
might be helpful for me to read?”

» Be focused and specific

“Why did Japan choose to attack Pearl
Harbor, of all places?”

» Consider the short-term and
long-term effects of your topic

“How did the bombings of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki impact the relationship
between Japan and the U.S. after WWII?
Does it still affect our relationship
today?”

» Ask questions that have come
up in your own research

“I read that the Atomic Bomb was being
built before Japan attacked Pearl Harbor.
Was the U.S. already planning on
dropping bombs before the attack?”

e Connect your
questions to the theme

“This year’s NHD theme is Turning Points
in History. How did the bombings of
Hiroshima and Nagasaki change the way
the world engages in war?”

DON’T:

» Ask questions you could

easily find the answer to

“When did the bombings of Hiroshima
and Nagasaki happen?”

Be too open-ended

“I want to learn more about the making
of the Atomic Bomb. What can you tell
me about it?”

« Ask for your expert’s

personal opinions

“Do you think the U.S. dropping bombs
on Hiroshima and Nagasaki was a good
idea?”

« Expect your expert to do
your research for you

“I haven’t done any research yet on why
Harry Truman decided to bomb
Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Could you just
explain it to me?”
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